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Cattle Group Castigates House: 217 House Republicans Pass Measure to 

Kill GIPSA Rule 
  

Washington, D.C. – Today, with 217 Republicans voting “Aye” and not a single Democrat 
joining their ranks, the Republican-led U.S. House of Representatives passed the Fiscal Year
2012 Agriculture Appropriations Bill (H.R. 2112) that would prohibit the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) from
finalizing the competition rule (GIPSA rule) the agency proposed one-year ago to restore 
competition to U.S. livestock markets for independent U.S. farmers and ranchers. The vote was
217 to 203. 
  
During debate over H.R. 2112, only one lone member of Congress demonstrated the courage to
admonish the powerful meatpacker lobby that detests the GIPSA rule. In her statement from the
floor, Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) denounced Congress’ effort to prevent USDA 
from protecting U.S. farmers and ranchers against the unfair, unjustly discriminatory, and
deceptive trade practices of the highly concentrated meatpackers.  
  
Kaptur told Congress, “And while ranchers, farmers and producers are increasingly being
squeezed out of the markets, and small, local slaughterhouses continue to close, large
consolidated players manipulate the rules to favor their own business operations, and meat prices
rise. Congress simply can't stand by silent. So on behalf of the millions of farmers, ranchers and
producers that struggle every day to survive as they face the gargantuan task of competing
against monopolistic entities, I oppose the base language in 721 (the section of H.R. 2112 that
prohibits GIPSA from finalizing the GIPSA rule).” 
  
Kaptur did not stop there and she made clear to her congressional colleagues that their action of
killing the GIPSA rule would imperil the economic stability of the nation’s independent 
livestock farmers and ranchers. “By allowing section 721 to remain in the bill, the House is
standing with the few big meatpackers and against the many thousands and thousands of
producers,” Kaptur said.  



  
In her closing remarks, Kaptur explained how Congress was once again kowtowing to the corporate
meatpacker lobby to the detriment of U.S. farmers, ranchers, and consumers. She reminded her
colleagues that, much like today’s action, it was Congress itself that recently did the meatpackers’
bidding to deprive consumers of labeling information regarding the origins of their food:        

“After the 2002 farm bill, this committee (Congress) prevented USDA from implementing an important
provision of law known as the Country of Origin labeling. It was the same consolidated meat packing
industry crying from the rafters with claims of exaggerated economic costs which was behind the meat
labeling COOL delay. We seem to have returned to the dark days, recycling the same talking points.  

“It took us almost 8 years and, finally, consumers now have the legal right to see where their meat comes
from, which is what the vast majority of the American people wanted. So on behalf of the millions of
farmers, ranchers and independent producers, I pledge to continue this fight and to prevent a similar 8
years of delay and confusion on USDA competition rules in the meat industry,” Kaptur concluded. 

R-CALF USA CEO Bill Bullard said U.S. cattle farmers and ranchers are grateful for Kaptur’s courage 
in standing up to the handful of powerful meatpackers that are working aggressively to capture the entire
livestock supply chain away from independent farmers and ranchers. 

“It is alarming that only one member among the 435-member Congress has the courage to stand up for 
open and competitive livestock markets,” Bullard said adding, “This clearly demonstrates how a handful 
of powerful, corporate meatpackers can effectively intimidate and manipulate members in the U.S. House
of Representatives.” 

“We will now focus on the U.S. Senate to restore GIPSA’s ability to finalize the competition rule as, 
unlike in the House, the U.S. Senate has historically been far less inclined to cower to the self-interests of 
the corporate meatpackers that are trying to chickenize our cattle industry by eliminating our competitive
marketing system,” he concluded. 

Note:  Voting results for H.R. 2112 are available at http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2011/roll459.xml. 

# # # 
  
R-CALF USA (Ranchers-Cattlemen Action Legal Fund, United Stockgrowers of America) is a national, nonprofit organization 
dedicated to ensuring the continued profitability and viability of the U.S. cattle industry. R-CALF USA represents thousands of 
U. S. cattle producers on trade and marketing issues. Members are located across 46 states and are primarily cow/calf
operators, cattle backgrounders, and/or feedlot owners. For more information, visit www.r-calfusa.com  or, call 406-252-
2516.    
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